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    District of Columbia State Board
John E. McInerney, Public Relations Director

218 College Station Drive

Largo, Maryland 20774

Cell:  (202) 213 - 2055

Commodore John Barry Memorial Project 

For Immediate Release      

Commodore John Barry Memorial approved at 

the United States Naval Academy 

 

NEW YORK, NY, May 21, 2011:  The Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH), the largest Irish American Catholic organization in the United States, today announced approval by U.S. Naval Academy officials of their proposal to erect a memorial on Academy grounds in Annapolis, MD, honoring Commodore John Barry.  Barry, an Irish born Revolutionary War hero, was the first commissioned Naval officer under the Constitution.  Fundraising efforts are now underway.

     National AOH President Seamus Boyle made the announcement after a Mass of Thanksgiving at the Basilica of Saint Patrick’s Old Cathedral in New York City on the occasion of the 175th anniversary of the founding of the Hibernians in the United States.

 

     
“The AOH is committed to this project,” said Boyle, “and we will raise the funds needed to make the memorial a reality.”  Funds will be raised from various Irish-American and patriotic organizations, Naval Academy alumni, and ordinary American citizens.  Since this is a gift to the American people and to the Naval Academy, the AOH is not seeking federal and state funds.  
 The Barry Memorial Project     


The Barry Memorial Project will be completed in two phases.  The project’s first phase will be placing an arching sign over the Academy’s new pedestrian gate and formally naming it the “Commodore John Barry Gate.”  A September 2011 dedication date is anticipated.  

The project’s second phase will be the construction of an 8-foot tall granite memorial honoring Commodore Barry. The memorial will be positioned inside the Barry Gate and the adjoining area will be called “Barry Plaza.”  The work will be concluded in late 2012.  

Over 95 percent of pedestrians passing in and out of the Naval Academy’s grounds will pass through Barry Gate.  The Academy’s mission is to graduate leaders who are dedicated to a career of naval service.  Everyone will see the memorial and learn about Commodore Barry’s role as the founder of the American Navy.  “Let’s meet at Barry Gate” will become a popular saying among Naval Academy midshipmen and faculty. 
Broad Public Support Gained


Letters of support for the Commodore Barry Memorial came into the U.S. Naval Academy from all over the country.  Senators, members of Congress, Governor Martin O’Malley of Maryland, members of the Board of Visitors, educators, clergy, Irish American organizations, retired naval and marine officers added their names to the letters of support.  

     
Maryland’s Governor Martin O’Malley remarked that Barry’s “victories and sacrifices to secure the birth and strength of this nation are too great in number to fully recount in this letter, but I hope that we can seize on this opportunity today to honor the life of a great Irish immigrant who would become one of our greatest Americans.”

Former Secretary of the Navy, John F. Lehman, wrote in February 2010 “It has always been an oddity that his (Barry’s) memory and example have been largely absent from the Naval Academy.  … The time to rectify this absence is at hand.”  

Archbishop Timothy Broglio of the Military Archdiocese wrote “As a frequent visitor to the Naval Academy at Annapolis, I have often wondered at the absence of a memorial to Commodore Barry.”    

On May 4, 2010, Congressmen Peter King, Eliot Engel, Joseph Crowley, Richard Neil, and Christopher Smith signed a joint letter to the Academy’s Superintendent endorsing the Barry Memorial.  The conclusion of their letter strongly supported the Hibernian efforts “to erect a memorial on the public grounds of the United States Naval Academy.  We trust that their appeal will receive the favorable consideration it deserves.”  

Considering the educational mission of the Naval Academy, Philadelphia’s Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick wrote that Barry trained “many of the officers of the U.S. Navy who became the heroes of the War of 1812.” 

Efforts to honor Commodore Barry originated with the AOH’s District of Columbia State Board.  The first proposal was submitted on August 29, 2008 and the U.S. Naval Academy’s Memorials Oversight Committee gave final approval in January 2011.  “Such a fine patriot as Barry will be an inspiration to our future military leaders as they pass through the Barry Gate and along the new memorial at the Barry Plaza,” declared Bob April, President of the AOH District of Columbia State Board.

 
Ancient Order of Hibernians in America

The Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH) is the largest fraternal organization of Irish American Catholics in the United States. Incorporated in New York City in 1836, they trace their roots back to 1565 during the times of persecution of Catholics in Ireland.

Donations

The Commodore John Barry Memorial will be built through private individual donations.   A national fundraising effort is now underway.  Individuals, organizations and businesses are encouraged to consider a tax-deductible donation.  Donations will be collected by Hibernian Charity, a fully tax deductible 501(c) 3 organization of the Ancient Order of Hibernians.


Donations should be mailed to Hibernian Charity Barry Project, Post Office Box 391, Meriden, Connecticut 06450.  On the check memo line write Barry Project.  

Questions? e-mail fkearneyjr@cox.net or call during the evenings after 6:30 PM. (203) 235-2746.   
For More Information - Contact:   

· John McInerney, Public Relations Director.  Cell (202) 213 – 2055; e-mail McInerneyVerret@aol.com
· Jack O’Brien, Project Coordinator.  Home:  (301) 336 – 5167;     Cell (301) 758 – 0738

John E. McInerney 

May 19, 2011
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Commodore Barry Fact Sheet

(1745 – 1803)
Why do the Hibernians want to honor Commodore John Barry with a memorial at the U.S. Naval Academy?

1. Realizing the need for strong naval leadership, on February 22, 1797, President George Washington personally conferred upon Barry the rank of Captain with Commission Number One of the U.S. Navy. Washington gave him command of the frigate United States. Thus he became the first flag officer of the U.S. Navy.  The President asked Barry to establish the Navy under the U.S. Constitution. 

 

2. John Barry was the first commanding officer of the U.S. Navy.  He served under Presidents George Washington, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson until his death in 1803 at the age of 58.  Today, the position would be the equivalent of Chief of Naval Operations.  As a result, Barry was declared, by an act of Congress in 2005, as the first flag officer of the United States Navy.  (Public Law 109-142)   

3. John Barry served heroically in the Continental Navy.  He was appointed captain of the Lexington in 1776.  He captured 20 British ships, was seriously wounded, and fought in the last naval battle of the Revolutionary War in 1783.  

 


Barry’s Patriotism

A native of County Wexford, Ireland, Barry was fiercely loyal to the American Revolution.  The life-long career of Commodore Barry will be an inspiration to the U.S. Naval Academy’s midshipmen, who are the future leaders of the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps.  His life reflects the virtues of courage, commitment, patriotism, fidelity, duty, honor and loyalty.  

 

Here is a prime example of his fierce loyalty to these virtues in the American cause. Admiral Lord Howe offered Barry a bribe of 15,000 guineas in gold and a captain’s commission in the Royal Navy if he would desert the patriot cause. "Not the value or command of the whole British fleet," Barry replied, "can lure me from the cause of my country which is liberty and freedom." 

Biographical Summary of Commodore John Barry

Born in 1845 in County Wexford, Ireland, John Barry went to sea at age 9 as a cabin boy.  After immigrating to the United States at age 15, Barry became a successful shipmaster in Philadelphia. An enthusiastic supporter of American independence, he volunteered to serve his adopted country.  In 1776, he was commissioned as one of the first captains of the Continental Navy. 
 

Captain Barry served bravely and with distinction during the Revolutionary War. While commanding the brigantine Lexington, he captured the British sloop Edward in April 1776. This victory marked the first capture in battle of a British vessel by a regularly commissioned American warship. Seven years later, Captain Barry participated in the last American naval victory of the War, leading the frigate Alliance against HMS Sybil in March 1783.
 

During the Revolution, Barry's record of service to our nation was distinguished by his extraordinary patriotism.   Serving as an aide to General Cadwalader in December 1776, Captain Barry participated with General Washington's celebrated victory at the Battle of Princeton, NJ.

 

Captain Barry continued to serve our country after the Revolution, thus helping to make the American victory a meaningful and enduring one.  He returned to his business as a merchant mariner, making one of the first voyages to China.  However, his country would once again need his services and he answered the call to duty in 1794.  

After the U.S. Senate confirmed President Washington’s appointment as the first Captain in the Navy, Barry accepted it on June 6, 1794 when he wrote that the “honor done me in appointing me Commander in the Navy of the United States is gratefully acknowledged and accepted…”

His contemporaries held Commodore Barry in very high esteem.  Upon his death in 1803, Dr. Benjamin Rush, his close friend and a signer of the Declaration of Independence, summarized Barry’s life in his graveside eulogy when he said:  

“He fought often and once bled in the cause of freedom, but his habits of War did not lessen in him the peaceful virtues which adorn his private life."

 

“Commodore John Barry is today living history for his words and deeds continue to inspire us and our youth will look up to him as a model,” said John E. McInerney, the project’s Public Relations Director.  “Barry lives on in our history, and he continues to be part of our nation’s legacy both today and down the remaining years of time,” declared Jack O’Brien, the Director and Coordinator of the Barry Memorial Project.

John E. McInerney
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           District of Columbia State Board
Jack O’Brien, State Board Historian

11109 Belton Street

Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20774

(301) 336 - 5167


On December 22, 2005 the President of the United States signed into law an act of Congress declaring that “Commodore John Barry is recognized, and is hereby honored, as the first flag officer of the United States Navy.”


At this time there is no public recognition of Commodore John Barry at the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.  The Ancient Order of Hibernians is currently working on erecting a memorial as proper recognition of this great American naval hero and founder of the Navy at the Naval Academy.  

Chronology of Commodore John Barry

“First flag officer of the United States Navy”

· Commodore John Barry, native of County Wexford, Ireland, came to Philadelphia in 1760 and climbed the ratlines of his profession to become the top merchant captain of his adopted country.

· Days after joining the Continental Navy, Barry was the first captain to capture a British vessel on the high seas and bringing that ship into an American port.  Barry’s ship, the Lexington, defeated the Edward on April 7, 1776.

· Commodore Barry fought the first and last naval battles of the Revolution. In a hotly fought contest he led the frigate Alliance to silence the guns of the HMS Sybil on March 10, 1783.

· He recovered 2/3 of the gunpowder from the powder brigantine Nancy in a spirited engagement near present day Wildwood Crest on June 29, 1776, beating off two British ships.

· John Barry attacked British shipping in the lower Delaware River with 29 men and seven rowboats, capturing two transports and an armed schooner, the Alert, for which he received a commendation from General George Washington at Valley Forge.

· Commodore Barry was one of the few naval officers to fight on land and sea.  He fought in the battle of Princeton.

· He conducted a valiant defense of the frigate Raleigh in a two day running battle against the HMS Unicorn and HMS Experiment, saving 88 members of his crew from certain capture.

· Captain John Barry defeated the sloops HMS Atalanta and HMS Trepassey on May 29, 1781 off the coast of Newfoundland after a four-hour battle in which he was seriously wounded in the right shoulder.

· He successfully transported American envoys Thomas Paine, Major William Jackson, and Colonel John Laurens on a diplomatic trip to France.

· Captain Barry successfully conveyed General Lafayette to France on a successful fund raising trip to the French court.

· John Barry received Commission Number One in the United States Navy on February 22, 1797, backdated to June 7, 1794 (the date of his appointment), from President George Washington at the President’s House in Philadelphia.  He was given responsibility to establish the Navy under the U.S. Constitution.

· He fought in the Quasi War (1798 – 1801) as senior commander of the American fleet with the title of Commodore.

· He conveyed American envoys to France at the conclusion of the Quasi War with France.

· He died as the senior officer of the United States Navy in 1803 in Philadelphia.  He is buried in the yard of Old Saint Mary’s Catholic Church in that city.

· Commodore Barry spent 17 years in the merchant marine and 17 years in the American Navy.   
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Commodore John Barry Memorial Project


The Hibernians in the Nation’s Capital are working to honor the life and memory of Commodore John Barry with a memorial on the grounds of the United States Naval Academy.  The project is approved and it will become a reality only with the financial help of Hibernians and the Irish American community.


For 175 years we Hibernians honored the memory of Commodore John Barry, the Revolutionary War hero from Wexford, and the man President George Washington asked to establish a new Navy for a new nation.  Washington gave Barry Commission Number One in the Navy.  That alone deserves a memorial.


The US Naval Academy is training our nation’s future Navy and Marine Corps officers.  Barry’s life, patriotism, heroism and great naval victories are a model and inspiration for our future commissioned officers.  The Barry memorial will be a daily inspiration to the midshipmen at the Naval Academy.


Hibernian Charity is the fundraising arm of the Ancient Order of Hibernians.  Hibernian Charity is collecting all donations for the project and will pay all the construction expenses of the Barry Memorial.  All donations are fully tax deductible since it is a 501(c)3.  

We Hibernians pushed for this for decades.  We Hibernians now have it.

Now, we Hibernians have to pay for it to make it a happen.

Can we count on your help today with a tax-deductible donation?   Please make your check payable to Hibernian Charity Barry Project.  

Thank you

Hibernian Charity, c/o Frank Kearney, Secretary

Post Office Box 391, Meriden, Connecticut 06450

(203) 235-2746
     I wish to donate $______________ to help make the Commodore John Barry Memorial a reality at the United States Naval Academy.

     Please make check payable to “Hibernian Charity Barry Project.”
Please print neatly

Name _____________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

City ________________________________ State ____________ Zip _________

e-mail address __________________________________ @ _________________
1

