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On December 22, 2005 the President of the United States signed into law an act of Congress declaring that “Commodore John Barry is recognized, and is hereby honored, as the first flag officer of the United States Navy.”


At this time there is no public recognition of Commodore John Barry at the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.  The Ancient Order of Hibernians is currently working on the movement to get proper recognition of this great American naval hero at the Naval Academy.  Your help and support will be greatly appreciated.

Chronology

Commodore John Barry

“First flag officer of the United States Navy”

· Commodore John Barry, native of County Wexford, Ireland, was the senior commanding officer of the port of Philadelphia during the American Revolution.

· He was the first to capture a British vessel on the high seas and bring that ship into an American port.  Barry’s ship, the Lexington, defeated the Edward on April 7, 1776.

· Commodore Barry fought the first and last battles of the Revolution. In a hotly fought contest he led the frigate Alliance to silence the guns of the HMS Sybil on March 10, 1783.

· He recovered 2/3 of the gunpowder from the powder brig Nancy in a spirited engagement near present day Wildwood Crest on June 29, 1776, beating off two British ships.

· John Barry attacked British shipping in the lower Delaware River with 29 men and seven rowboats, capturing two transports and an armed schooner, the Alert, for which he received a commendation from General George Washington at Valley Forge.

· Commodore Barry was one of the few naval officers to fight on land and sea.  He fought in the battle of Princeton.

· He conducted a valiant defense of the frigate Raleigh in a two day running battle against the HMS Unicorn and HMS Experiment, wrecking the Unicorn and saving 88 members of his crew from certain capture.

· Captain John Barry defeated the sloops HMS Atalanta and HMS Trepassey on May 29, 1781 off the coast of Newfoundland after a four-hour battle in which he was seriously wounded in the right shoulder.

· He successfully transported American envoys Thomas Paine, Major William Jackson, and Colonel John Laurens on a diplomatic trip to France.

· Commodore Barry successfully conveyed General Lafayette to France on a successful fund raising trip to the French court.

· He received Commission Number One in the United States Navy on February 22, 1797, backdated to June 7, 1794 (the date of his appointment) from President George Washington at the President’s House in Philadelphia.  He was given responsibility to establish the Navy under the U.S. Constitution.

· He fought in the Quasi War (1798 – 1800) as supreme commander of the American fleet with the title of Commodore.

· He conveyed American envoys to France at the conclusion of the Quasi War with France.

· He died as the senior officer of the United States Navy in 1803 in Philadelphia.  He is buried in the yard of Old Saint Mary’s Catholic Church in that city.

· Commodore Barry spent 17 years in the merchant marine and 17 years in the American Navy.

